
'I'm Old Fashioned'  (Kern and Mercer)
Improvised piano solo by Doug Mckenz
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Rubato - simple 'music box' type playing in the middle register of the piano.

- sort of suits the 'old fashioned' of the title! accelerando .....
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accelerando .....
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Deliberate dissonance - minor 2nds are OK in high register
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Deliberate dissonance - minor 2nds are OK in high register

Chromatic 'climb up' to next melody note
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When chords move up diatonically (ii,iii,iv,(bVdim),V) - Gm7,Am7,BbMaj7,Bdim,C7.

an internal line can be created on the 5th  of each chord with lower neighbour

Gm7  Am7  BbMaj7  Bdim  
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Deceptive resolution - Db instead of expected C7

Using Ab major pentatonic scale here
'Bell tones' - open octaves 3 deep in treble

DbMaj7  
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'Bell tones' - open octaves 3 deep in treble

Bb F/A   Gm9  C7  F6    Bm11
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One of the nicest parts of the song diatonic chords in A Major with E bass
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Now modulating back to F Major

E7  Ebdim  Gm7  
C7  
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Another chromatic'run-up' to the first note of the next phrase

FMaj7    Gm9  C7  
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Another chromatic'run-up' to the first note of the next phrase

Cm7  F13b9  BbMaj7 Eb7#11
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This little interlude between each chorus - Fmaj, EbMaj, DbMa repeated 4 times . Bluesy licj over DbMaj

FMaj7  Eb69  Db69  
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White note glissando - important to arrive on target on downbeat 

F69  Eb69  Db69 C7sus   
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First an Em7b5 arpeggio

Then, after direction change, a half whole dim scale
(F#, G, A, Bb, C, C#, Eb, E, F#, etc.)

Em7b5    A7alt    
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The 'drop 2' block chord style. The LH either doubles or replaces the note 2nd from the top
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Again - white note glissando. You don't really notice the B natural!

Db69 C7sus   FMaj7  Dm7  Gm11  C7  
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More big 2-handed chord blocks. LH basic rootless voicings. RH octaves with (often) perfect 5th between
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Simple 4 note diatonic descending motif Slight changes in  rhythmic placement each time it is shifted down.
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This white note gliss. on B half dim.

F6  Dm7  Bm11  E7#9  

106a 107 108a 
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D9/E  E7  F#dim  
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Gm7  C7  FMaj7  Dm7  Gm11  C7  
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Close position block chords.
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115a 116 117a 

Ð
Ð
Ð Ð

å

_E_Ð_
_Q

å

E

_bQ_
_Q

Ð Ð Ð
Ð

å

Q

_Q

E

_e# _qn

3

å

e

_q

Ð Ð
Ð

3

e

_q
_
_
q

q

_q
_
_
q

e
q
qn

E Q
En

Q

å e
Ð
Ð

å
En

Ð

.q

.q

.q

.Q

.Q

e
Ðb
Ð
Ðb

q

Ð
Ð

3

Eb

Ðb

Q

Ð
3

Ð

Ð

Ðb
Ð
_Ð

Ð

Ð

Ð

Ð

BbMaj7 Eb7#11
 

Am7  Dm7  Bm7b5  Bbm7  

118 119 120

q# Ð
_q

Q

Q

q

q
_q

Q#

qn

_q
_
_
q

nÐ

_Ð

Ï

Ï

Ð

Ð_
_Ð

Ð

Ð_
_Ð

Ð

Ð_
_Ð

Ð

Ð#
_
_Ð

Ð
ÐbÐn Ð
_Ð

Ð
ÐÐ
_Ð

Ð

Ð_
Ð

Ð

ÐbÐ
_Ð

Ð

Ð

Ð
_
_Ð

E

QÐ
_Q

.Q

.Q_

.Q

Q

å

e

_q

å e

q

Ï

Ï

.q

_.q

_
_
_

.q _
_
_

e

.q

_.qb

eb

_qb

Am7  Dm7  Gm11  C13 C7alt FMaj7  Eb69  

121 122 123a 

_
_
Ðb _
_
Ð _
_
Ð _
_
Ð

bw

_bw

_
_
Ð
_Ð _
_
Ð
_
_
_

Ð _
_
_

Ðb _
_
_

Ð

¸

Ï ¸

e

_qb

å å

eb

_qb

Ï

.hb

_.hb

Ð
Ðb Q Ð

Ð

Ð

_Ð

Ð

Ð

Db69    F69  Eb69  Db69    



'I'm Old Fashioned'  (Kern and Mercer) - Page 11

124 125a 126

å Q
3

¸

Ð Ðb h

.q

_.qb

eb

_qb

¸

wb

_wb

å

E Ðb
Ð

Ð Ðb

å e

q

Ï

Ï

Ï

e

_qb

å

å

e

_q

_
_
_

q

å

eb

_qb

F69  Eb69  Db69    F69  Eb69  

127 128 129

Ð

_Ð

_
_
_

Ð_
_
_

Ð

bw

_bw

_
_
Ðb
_Ð_Ð
Ðb Ðb Ð

Ð Ðb
Ð Ð

Ðb Ðb
6 ÐÐ

_Ðb _Ð_
_Ð

3

bw

_bw

_
_Ðb

_
_
_Ðb

_
_
_Ð

_
_
_
_Ð

_
_
_
_bÐ

3

_
_
_
_
_Ð

_
_
_
_
_Ð

_
_
_
_
_
_bÐ

_
_
_
_
_
_bÐ

_
_
_
_
_
_
_Ð

_
_
_
_
_
_
_Ð

_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_Ðb

3

_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_.H

wb

_wb

Ï

RH - Db Lydian scale over Root and 5th held in LH

Pedal down!

Db69     
 

 
  

   


